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CONSTITUTION OF THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION

Under the guidance of the Almighty God, our
Creator, We the People of the Muscogee (Creek)
Naticn, to promote Unity, to establish Justice,
and secure to ourselves and our children the
blessings of Freedom, to preserve our basic
Rights“éndhﬁeritéggﬁﬁpo strengthen and preserve
self and Ioc¢al. Govérnmefit, in continued rela-
tions with the’United §t&§hs§pf America, do

ordain and estabiiSHQQQis Codstitution for the

Muscogee (Creek) Natiowas .

s,

ARTICLE I

The name of this Tribe of Muscogee (Creek) people’ *
shall Le "The Muscogee (Creek) Nation", and is here-
by organized under Section 3 of the Act of June 26,

1936 (48 stat. 1967).

to by The Muscogee (Creek) Nation and the United
States of America; and such jurisdiction shall in-
clude, however not limited to, properties held in
trust by the United States of America and to such
other properties as held by the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation, such property, real and personal to be
TAX-EXEMPT from Federal and State taxation, when
not incons;§t§gt with Federal 1law.

A'J;,f.'- . r ‘f}r’ E .
The offitial seél_ggsihe Muscogee (Creek) Nation

shall be ﬁﬁ@@%@gl as{§§ i%lustrated:
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ARTICLE II

Section 1. Each Muscogee (Creek) Indian by blood shall have

the opportunity for citizenship in The Muscogee

(Creek) Nﬁ%ion.
Section 2. Th151Con§E$£§t;gp‘shall not abridge the rights

* and ﬁiigilegeﬁé@ﬁk§ndividual citizens of The
Muscogeéoqg;gek);ﬁégibpﬁ njoyed as citizens of
the State of'Gklahoma aggpof the United States
of America. Y A ' _L'
&)’O

Section 3, This Constitution shal%”ﬂagvabridge the rights
and privileges of persoas of‘dfuscogee (Creek)
blood for purposes of claims against the United
States of america. '

Section 4. This Constitution shall not affect the rights .
and privileges of Jindividual citizens of The % .
Muscogee (Creek) Nation in their trust relation-
ship with the United States of America as members
of a federally recognized tribe. :

Section 5. This Constitution shall not in any way abolish
the rights and privileges of persons of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation to organize tribal
towns or recognize its Muscogee (Creek) tradi-
tions. -

ARTICLE IIX

Section 1. The Principal Chief shall appoint, subject to
majority appoval of the Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tiona‘OSQuncilg§§ZCitizenship Board comprised

of five (%agcitiz who shall be charged with

the responsfﬁf}%} o) establishment and
maintenance of a‘Citizensh: 0ll, showing de-

gree of Muscogee (C%@Qﬁ} Indi#h blood based
upon the final rolls pf@ﬁgﬁed pursuant to the
Act of April 26, 1906, (3 Otat. 137), and
other evidence, as prescribed by ordinance.

Section 2. Persons eligible for citizenship in The Musco-
gee (Creek) Nation shall consist of Muscogee
(Creek) Indians by blood whose names appear on
the final rolls as provided by the Act of
April 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 137), and persons who
are lineal descendants of those Muscogee (Creek)
Indians by blood whose names appear on the
final rolls as provided by the Act of april 26,
1906 (34 stat. 137); (except that an enrolled
member of another Indian tribe, nation, band,



Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 1.

Oor pueblo shall not be eligible for citizen-
ship in The Muscogee (Creek) Nation.)

(a) All persons eligible for citizenship shall
registar as an applicant for citizenship;
and: ™y

: “"I‘.‘!:(.:.;"j{r = *

(b) ““The Citizénship Board shall certify citi-
TV o . v BN, : % kG .
zenship, andithé declaration of Cltizenship
may be ([gffirmed 4t’'any time with the name

- Sy S AL -
of the in Ev;gpal beiﬂgﬁenterea on the
citizenship roll, and the persons being
recognized as a citigzen of The Muscogee

(Creek) Nation, provfdéqythat:

(1) the person is a Muscogee (Creek)
Indian by blood whose name appears
on the final rolls as provided by

the Act of april 26, 1906, (34

Stat. 137), or the person is a

lineal descendant of a Muscogee

(Creek) Indian by blood whose

name appears on the final rolls

as provided by the Act of April 26,

1906, (34 stat. 137); and is not e

an enrolled member of another

tribe, nation, or pueblo; and

(2) has made application to the Citi-
zenship Board to become a citizen
of The Muscogee (Creek) Mation;

(c) Excegtythose persons who are Muscogee
(Cre ktggnﬁ;an by blood whose name ap-
@@§rs on-ﬁhg?final rolls as provided by
thE@et of APEil, 26, 1906, (34 Stat. 137),
shall Setgutomatigﬁily included as citi-=
Yy —_\__- .
zens of th‘é-q:"j‘}jc? e‘e:}}.ﬁreek) Nation.

- 7
Full citizenship in fgﬁa scogee (Creek) Nation
shall be those persons an Ofheir lineal descend-
ants whose blood quantum is ré-quarter (1/4) or
more Muscogee (Creek) Indian, hereinafter re-
ferred to as those of full citizenship. All Mus-
cogee (Creek) Indians by blood who are less than
one-quarter (1/4) Muscogee (Creek) Indian by
blood shall be considered citizens and shall have
all rights and entitlements as members of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation except the right to hold
office.

) ARTICLE 1V

The Principal Chief shall appoint, subject to ma-

£
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jority approval of The Muscogee (Creek) National
Council, an Election Board comprised of five (5)
‘c1tlzens who shall be charged with the responsi-
bility of conducting, as prescribed by ordinance,
all regular and special elections of The Muscogee
(Creek) Vatlon.

Section 2. Pvery,c1tlzen OfsThe Muscogee (Creek) Nation, re-
gardless of relxgzgn, creed, or sex, shall be
ellglble fUﬁvote fﬁhthEWﬁrlbal elections provided
that (a) thaywame regi t voters for elections;
(b) they are at le& 3 elg n (18) years of age
at the date of electleng w1 the registrant pro-
viding sufficient proof Jfo :age to the Election
Board; and (c) they hold c1t12ensh10.

Section 3. All elections shall be by secret ballot.

Section 4. No candidate for office shall be considered elec~~
‘ted unless the candidate receives a majority of .
the votes cast when a candidate is unapposed fov office,

Section 5. If there is any offlce in which a candidate does
.not receive the required majority of the votes,
a run-off election shall be held between the two
candidates receiving the highest number of votes =
in that particular election.

Section 6. Election dates for offices of The Muscogee (Creex)
Nation. shali be no more than four (4) years apart.

Section 7. All citizens shall be allowed to vote for the
Principal Chief and any such national office that

shall be @ ted.

Section 8. Only %%&se cxtf@%ﬁ aving legal residence: in a
district sh% §i4019% to vote in an election
for that dis qug)

7 A éb )

Section 9. All citizens hav1ng‘@h%gl Jidences outside the
herein defined jurlsdlcﬁden of The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation shall declare a homeQd;strlct within the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation which“6hall be recognlzed
as his legal residence for purposes of voting in
tribal elections.

o

ARTICLE V

Section 1. (a) The executive pcwer shall be vested in and
shall be known as The Office of Principal
Chief of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation. The
Principal Chief shall hold office during a
term of four (4) years upon election by



(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

Section 2. {(a)

(b)

majority of the votes cast. The term of
office shall begin the first Monday in
the new calendar year (January).

No person, except a citizen holding full

citizenship, having attained the age of
thirty- (30) and having been a legal resi-

ident within the political jurisdiction of

_EﬁQ;Muscéééé5§C;eek) Nation for one (1) L
year “immedia€ély prior to filing for office, .-
shall be‘“ej,g‘,giblewﬁpﬁﬁt,he Offices of Prin-
cipal Chief~o¥ySecond-Chief.

Opy.
In the case of vac;g%yhpwhether by remo-
val, death, or resignatidn of the Office
of Principal Chief, the line of succession
shall be the Second Chief who shall be
elected in the same manner as prescribed
for the Principal Chief. 1In the event of .
a vacancy of the Office of Second Chief,
that an election be held within 60 days
to £fill the office of the Second Chief un-
less it happens within the last six months
of the term in which case the term would
remain vacant until the next election.

The Principal Chief and the Second Chief
shall, at stated times, receive for their
services a fixed compensation, which shall
neither be increased nor diminished during
the period for which they shall have been
elected. .

Beforg,the Principal Chief enters on the
4%§ecut-q5¥g%5his office, he shall publicly
tékggghe g%gying oath or affirmation:
Se

"I dgtéglemnly<glear (or affirm) that

I will fgﬂﬁb pllﬁJ ecute The Office

of Principaf’cbie of The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation,”and will, to the best
of my ability, upholdthe Constitution
of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation."

The Principal Chief shall create and organize
the Executive Office of the Principal Chief;
and

With the advice and consent of The Muscogee
(Creek) National Council appoint offices of
the Executive Office. The National Council
may, by ordinance, vest the appointment of
such inferior offices as they think proper
in the Principal Chief alone or in the of-
ficers.

D s



Section 3,

Section 4.

Section 1.

Section 2,

(c) The Principal Chief shall have the power to
fill vacancies by granting commissions which
shall expire at the beginning of the next Na-
tional Council meeting.

The Principal Chief shall prepafe the annual bud-
get requéspg.ﬂpd supplements thereto and with the

-advite and“cbrsent of the National Council admin-

* 7

. 4 E

ister” funds w1thié%§pe control of The Muscogee

" A (3%? ! .
The Principal Chleﬂﬂﬁpall";%h time to time how-
ever not less than ondwy year give to Ths Musco-
gee (Creek) National Couréil, irnformation of the
state of The Muscogee (Creekj”/Nation and recom-
mend for their consideration such measures as he
shall judge necessary and expedient. He may on
extraordinary occasions convene The Muscogee
(Creek) National Council.

ARTICLE VI

‘The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, as it geographicaily ’

appeared in 1900, shall be divided into eight (8). .=
districts corresponding namely with  the Counties
of Creek, Hughes/Seminole, McIntosh, Muskogee, ,
Okfuskee/Seminole, Okmulgee, Tulsa, and Wagoner/ -
Rogers/Mayes, in whole or portion thereof. '

All legislative’ power herein shall be vested in

The Muscogee (Creek) National Council, which shall

consist o ne (1) House with one (1) representa-

tive from%;%gquistrict, and one (1) additional

repre$entativ jggx.each 1,000 district citizens.

“So, 7, . '

(a) Eaché%ggmesen HE&ﬁE\shall be elected by a

vote of Eﬁégqistrictiagf shall hold office

for two (2) Ydurs.
ye‘%g{;‘?o%'
(b) Each representative §bg11 be a legal resi-

dent of his district. oy

(c) No person shall be a representative who has
not attained the age of eighteen (18) and
hold full citizenship. :

(d) The Muscogee (Creek) National Council shall
elect from their number a Speaker, who shall
preside over the Muscogee (Creek) National
Council but shall have no vote unless the Na-
tional Council be equally divided, and they
shall choose a Second Speaker, who shall pre-
side in absence of the Speaker. '



Section 3.

Section 4.

Section_s.

Section 6.

The term of office shall begin at the first
meeting of the National Council following the
first day of January and the oath of office
shall be taken at the first meeting.

(a) A majority of the members of The Muscogee

(Crée@lﬁgational Council shall constitute
f?gbguorumfﬁpigp business. A smaller number

maygadjourn ior-coppel the attendance of
absent /member id_a.manner and under such
penaltiesﬁ&pAEF présggiged by ordinance,

LY ~r

(b) The Muscogee {ngéki;ﬂational Council
shall judge of the returps and gualifica--
tions of its members, deétermine the rules
of its proceedings, penalize its members
for disorderly behavior and, with the
concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of the
National Council, expel a member from a

meeting.

(a) The Muscogee (Creek) National Council memn—
ber shall receive a compensation for his
services, to be prescribed by ordinance °
and paid out of the Treasury of The Musco- -
gee (Creek) Nation.

(b) The Muscogee (Creek) Natiomnal Council,
shall choose its own secretary whose com-
pensation shall be provided by ordinance.

(c) No National Council member shall, during
theirterm of office, be appointed to any
civi eﬁ;'qe under the authority of The

Muscogs iﬁp‘ek) Nation or such office
which shal¥ /haye; been created or the
.emoluméynts wheréof™~shall have been in-
creased d@f%pg such{¥ime; and no person
holding any eiégtive ppointive, or any
other office whe®her cdmpensated or not
under The Muscogee ;eek) Nation shall
be a member of the Natisial Council dur-
ing their continuance in office.

(a) Every bill which shall have passed the
Muscogee (Creek) National Council, before
it becomes ordinance, shall be presented
to the Principal Chief of The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation. If he approves, he shall -
sign it; but, if not, he shall return it
with his objections to The Muscogee (Creek)
National Council, who shall enter the
objections at large on their journal and



proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsiderations, two-thirds (2/3) of the
full membership of The Muscogee (Creek)
National Council shall pass the bill, it
shall become an ordinance. In such cases,
the votes shall be determined by yeas and
nays;: and the names of the persons voting
for and:against shall be entered on the
‘journal’ of /The Muscogee (Creek) National
Council. IfSany bill shall not be re-
turned:ﬁy,yhe ﬁrﬁb }Pal Chief within ten
(10) days,®sundays ané@: holidays excepted, .
after it shall¥haye edfi presented to him
the same shall b&“m ordinance as if he
had signed it. U“ﬁgg

Fl

(b) Every order, resolution, or other act in-
. tended to reflect the policy of The Musco-
gee (Creek) Nation shall be submitted in .
accordance with the rules and limitations .- -
prescribed in case of a bill. D e

(c) Every ordinance, order, resolution, or
other act intended to reflect the policy
of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation shall be
stamped with The Seal of The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation and be signed by the:
Principal Chief of The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation. - '

Section 7. The National Council shall have the power (sub-
ject to any restrictions contained in the Con- -
stitution and laws of the United States of
America) §2,1egislate on matters subject to

limitatio é%p gsed by this Constitution as
fol 154:@;, ?,f ¢
Cag s
\.r"";-a e —

(a) To promdte the ugzﬁc health and safety,
educationeﬁgﬁ welfdf ffhat may contribute
to the socialﬁ%p ysicaijwell-being and
economic advancemént, of citizens of The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation. -

Cry

(b) To negotiate with Federal, State, and

local government and others.

(c) To manage, lease, prevent the sale of,
dispose or otherwise deal with tribal
lands, communal resources or other in-
terest belonging to The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation or reserved for the benefit of
such Nation.

(d) To authorize and make appropriations from
available funds for tribal purposes. All



Section

Section

Section

Section

3.

expenditures of tribal funds shall be a
matter of public record open to all the
citizens of The Muscogee {Creek) Nation
at all reasonable times.

(e) To enter contracts in behalf of The Nation
with any legal activity that will further
the well=being of the members of The Mus-
w@ggee (Cré?kL Nation.

Y fﬁf f
(f) To éﬁﬁlﬁg legég q§3p§e1.
! @@&) ”'L_.!r

(g) To borrow moﬁnggp tﬁejﬁiedit of The Mus-
cogee (Creek) Natfém and pledge or assign
chattels of future tribal income as secu-
rity therefors=s.’ 1

(h) To lay and collect taxes within the boun-
- dary of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation's
Jurisdiction from whatever source derived.”

(i) To creaté authorities with attendant powers
to achieve objectives allowed within the
scope of this Constitution.

(j) To exercise any power not specifically set
forth in this Article which may at some
future date be exercised by The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation.

ARTICLE VII

The judicé:; power of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation

shall be ;%29 in one Supremé Court limited to
mattekggof Zy- cogee (Creek) Nation's juris-

diction‘ﬁg in § Q@;' ferior courts as the Na-
tional Couﬁ&i%;may rom~time to time ordain.

) ;
The Supreme Couréyégﬁgl égkzé posed of six (6)
members appointed by ‘€he Prificipal Chief, subject
to majority approval by Eﬁg{Muscogee (Creek)
National Council, and whose’kérm shall be for
six (6) years beginning July 1.

The Supreme Court shall, with the approval of the
Muscogee (Creek) National Council establish pro-
cedures to insure that the appellant receives due
process of law and prompt and speedy relief.

The Supreme Court shall be presided over by a

Supreme Court Justice chosen from their own num-
ber and shall be in regular, quarterly-scheduled
session, coinciding with that of the fiscal year.



Section 5.

Section 1.

Section 2.

The decision of the Supreme Court shall be in
writing and shall be final.

~=,ARTICLE VIII
The N&tidnaf’édhh&il shall enact an ordinance
outlining procedurgy-and causes for removal.
Such procedures shal? gSRtain, but not limit
to, the certifiation of'the required peti-
tion, as provided iMgectidil 2 and 3 of this
Article and show of cau¥é .for removal, giving
the accused an impartial hé4ring and allow-
ance of time to answer to notide of such
hearing. 2

A signed petition showing cause of removal
containing -twenty (20) per cent of registered

. voters in a district shall be cause to con-

Section 3.

Section 1.

-sider removal of a council member.

A signed petition showing cause of removal
containing twenty (20) per cent of the regis-
tered voters of The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
shall be cause to consider removal of the-
Principal Chief, Second Chief, and/or any
member of the Supreme Court. A three-fourths
(3/4) vote of The National Council shall be
required for removal from office.

(‘-\ ARTICLE IX
ose
(a) Th§§ Co {yfggion shall be amended by:

i~ Ad -~

(1) ﬁgggage 5?(3%.-mendment ordinance
befo¥&dhe Mu e (Creek) Na-
tional oﬁg,11??g§}¢ shall require
two-thirds Q@%) affirmative vote
and thereafter Cp

<¢kw

(2) A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote
of the eligible voters who vote in
special election called for said
purpose by the Principal Chief
pursuant to the rules and regula-
tions that The Muscogee (Creek)
National Council shall prescribe.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Principal
Chief to set such an election date at
the request of a majority of The Musco-
gee (Creek) National Council within
thirty (30) calendar days.

- 10 -
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(c) Amendments ratified shall be submitteq
to the Secretary of the Interior or hisg
agent for his approval and shall have
full force and effect from the date of
approval. The Secretary of the Interior
or his agent shall give his approval
or disapproval in writing within ninety

gJQOJ'déﬁ@%fciting reason if disapproved,
'Fa;;pre ﬁofgeﬁﬁgnd in the time limits
set “forth shak qsrconstrued as an act
of approvai, (29‘
/N s“{LP
: ai‘f}\
..f:ge!, ‘
ARTICLE X “Oy.
. - 'L,‘_,-/

Section 1. This Constitution, when ratified by:
(a) Those eligible to vote herein defined as:

(1) Those peréons.whose»names appéar,ohﬁi?
- the final rolls of the Act of April -
26, 1906 (34 Stat. 137) or

(2) Those persons who are lineal descen-
dants of a person whose name appears
on the final rolls of April 26, 1906,
(34 stat. 137) and : -

(b) A majority of those eligible who are
registered to vote who vote in this con-
stitution Ratification Election of The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation provided at- least
30 per cent of those registered voters
shall e

ﬂv'; f- ) »
shall ﬁébgme efégé%ia? upon the date of rati-

fication, ¥eq
0,

' )
“ Section 2. For the purposeseéf4&he fi%é} election of
officers and represeﬁﬁa;ives-&%der this Con-

stitution: . GVCb '
Ypn ey K

(a) Those persons eligible to ‘vote shall in-
clude all persons registered for the Con-
stitution Ratification Election and those
pPersons thereafter registered who are
Muscogee (Creek) Indian by blood and 18
years of age or more on the date of the
election.

(b) Each district shall elect one represen-
tative.

- 11 -
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ADOPTED this Zféﬂgay of August, 1979, by the Creek Constitution
Commission in accordance with the Court Order of September 2, 1976,
in the case of Harjo vs. Andrus, Case 74-189, U.S. District Oour't

Washington, D. C.

CREEK OONSTITUI‘ION COMMISSION
/’ .

(Fiser ALOUL 1 79: f.ff\;j,;%_ T S

Date A

i

&/ %c /) mﬂ

Robert Trepp, CommissioHer

CERTIFIED:
. . a . ﬁ ’-1 /.‘ . (__
k__/gm&n.— e bm\:@ AL = 7/
Paula L. Francis o Date

Recording Secretary

APPROVAL
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERICR

I, ~._ AT (ﬁt:tmg Deputy Commissioner of Indian

A.ffa_lrs by w.rtue of the & ty g“a.nted to the Secretary of
the Interlor by the f June 48 Stat., 1967, as
amended, and delegated. to ﬁ'e by 23 do hereby approve the

oonstltutlon of the Muscogee (I(&?ak) N‘ Ject to ratification
by the qualified voters as provi ed;}:.g QO of said constitu-
tion; provided, that nothing in this Bproval d be construed

as authorlzlng any action under the cons%lﬁ’u@on that would be .

contrary to federal law. O"x
/

Acting Deputy Commissioner of
Indian Affairs

Washington, D. C.




.APPROVAL

"o"f.r fmf’f -

I PR NPT uni‘fﬁ'.';n; ' » Acting Deputy
157 \JIUilt:yg@. bl e (\

Commissioner of Indian Affau-s, 'bng»rtue of “th

thority granted to the
Secretary of the Interior by the Act of Jdﬁk;ta‘géél 6, 49 Stat. 1967 as
amended and delegated to me by 230 DM I.I,Odé Héreby approve the
- Constitution of The Muscoaee (Creek) Nation subject to ratification by the
q~!a.lmed voters as provxded in Art1cle X of the said constxtunon- prov1ded
t"tat noLhmg in’ this approval shall be construed as authonzmg any action

under the censtitution that would be contrarylto Federal Law.

Acting Deéuty Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Washington, D.C. O

_ Cpps
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION

'*‘*fr.

The Acting Deputy Commlsswner of Ind1ar1 Affaxrs approved the foregomg

\J":r_\
Constitution of The Muscogee (Cre.ek') Nanon on,,dﬂ Fus 7/ 7 1577 /.
T ~O2 Jdate)

"Jlifc
It was submitted for ratification to the qualme(f voters of The

Muscogee (Creek) Nation and was on 0C+O b er é) / 7 77
(date)

tified /1,996 /6 . -
cduly 'a by avoteof .9/ for,and '/ against, in an
m (number) . (number) ’ 2 &

election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the C? 25 qualified
. _ (number) -

voters cast their ballots in accordance with Section 3 of the Act of

June 26, 1936, 49 Stat. 1967.

; 7
°90  %ﬁf /&%

Elecupn Board Me Member

GG’,r
ﬁ ’Z‘T"—p’ym«:ﬁ/
EIect:Bn Board Member

’70

aw/&

Elgction Board Member

/géﬁ@ ey

Election Board Membe? /

Date: l@(’z%{ 6 , /7 ??




