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Among the early gifts sent to Nuyaka Mission from supporters back
East were barrels of clothing, some fruit trees, 100 Bibles + « . and
a set of fire extinguishers for each of the mission buildings. Perhaps
it is to such bhoughifulness we owe ths survival of one originel struc-
ture of this important latter-day educetional effort among the Creeks.

Four frame buildings were erected. The first contained a chepel
or assembly room and school roomse The second housed the boys and ths
Superinterdzas. The third snd fourth were smaller cobiagss {or the
girls and the teachers in charge of them. Zach of the last three
buildings was complete in itself - with kitchen, dining room, and bath
room. Also on the grourds were a barn, silo, laundry, comnissary,

shop building and other structures.

It is the Supsrintendent's home that stands today in rearly
original condition. It is & comfortable, relatively plain, two-story
freme structure. A tall stone chimney has been added to the south emd
of the house to accommodate = downstsirs fireplace. OF rative stons,
it blends well with the original home. Only a few partitions hawve been
chenged inside. The upstairs is entirely unchanged. The house is 2
private rome and the present owners, appreciating ard resovecting its
historic importance, have preserved it carefully.

On the mission site is the original well dug by the missionaries,
a larze cistern, an extremely comcodious sterm celler, and pert of orne

of the other buildings.

338

SNOI1DO2NnNY¥yLSNI




ER o/ -’

. [ SIGNIFICANCE
) PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Pre-Columbian]| 3 16th Century [ 18th Century 3O 20th Century
3 15th Century [J 17th Century '(91"‘%';)“"?
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1882-1923
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
- Abor iginal Education [ Politicol {7 Urban Plenning
1 Prehistoric {] Engineering K] Religion/Phi- [] Other (Specify)
] Historic O industry losophy
[ Agriculture [ tnvention [ Science
[ Architecture [ Landscape O Sculpture
O At Architecture X] Social/Humon-
[ Commerce [0 Literature itarian
[ Communicetions O Military (1 Theater
{3 Conservation [ Music ] Trunsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Yuyaka, established in 1382 to £ill the vacuur creazted by the
fire the previocus yezr thet destroyed Tullahassee “issicn (for which
National Fegister ststus is also being souyhbt,, served the educnticral
reeds of the Creek Mztiorn for some 4() vearses it is remrrksbls for
the dedioerted. efferts on its behalf by two notuble missionary

familiese

Alice ¥. Robertson wes lsrgely responsitle for raisipg the money
neeced to build Muyaks. She was the duachter of williun 3. Zobertson,
the most famous teacher, eand later superirtendert, at Tullahassese
Eer mother, in turn, was the daughter ol Semuel austiu «orchester,
misgionery to the Cherokee and fourder of the fark Hill Fress. ier
sister Augusta, Nrse N. B, Moerse (Judge Moore laler sarved as
treasurer of the Creek Nation), was principal and superintendent when
the school first opered April 18, 1885. She served through the

~~ 1891-1892 school year. Giss Ailice Robertson, after statehood, be -
,%:: came Oklahoma's first Congresswomsn. The Oklahoma HUistorical Society

proposes to acquire the last surviving original Nuyake building and
raintain it as & memorial to Miss Robertson and her remarkable
family. Almost her entire life was spent in service to the Creek
Netion and to the State of Oklahoma.
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The Robe family took over et Nuyaka from the Robertsonse
William B. Robe, who came to Indian Territory as a Presbyterian
misslonary in 1882, assumed the office of superintendert at Nuyaksa
September €, 1892. His wife was appointed matron at the mission and
a daughter, Yaris Frances Robe, was 3 teacher. By 1897 three other
members of the Robe family were aotive in the work at Nuyaka.
Though the elder Robes retired the following year, two sons and
three daughters continued to be sctive in missionary school work.
John . kobe, their son, took over as sugerinterdent. Maria Jranczas
stayed on as a teacher until 1910Q.

Nuyaka was suthorized by the Creek National Council "for the
special bensfit of the full bloods in the westerr part of the
Muskogee Nation." The Council eporopristed $2,500 to match the
$10,000 the Presbyterian Church agreed to provide. It was eventually
looated nesr Deep Fork River sbout a mile west of the settlement of
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(with) the boys and girls in separate buildings under the care of

teachers who should exercise & parental care over them." When &

principal chis? “rosossd solling e red sehool »olertson Institute,

“ra. Moorc grotolusly 3

time, souzht ro distinchion cs79 thet of emntire ard self ~sacrificing
The aure luyska resulted.

5

devosiir Lo the ‘uskokees."

According to terms of the Curtis
eppointed & superirteraent for Indien
control of the schools in the area. Fis first report roted that the
Creek Vation then possessed eight boarding schools, one of which was
it first the goverrment interded closing all of these 2s so

-

Nuyaks . !
as public schocl facilitiss becaze sveilables Ipdian protests over

ebendorment kept some of the schools ir operstion until well after
statehood in 1507. 2y 1814 the nunber of bourdirg schools ir all of
what hed been Indian Tarritory was down to 1l. Nuyeka was firally
abandonad in 1¥i3.

Huyaka. (The nams ig sppercrtly an Indiar rendition of "New York" or
Wapw Yomkon" epd roas hack to the late 1770s when Creeks in Alabama so
waped crg of Rb-iv st lamgpte,; Ire Louncil desired it to be & school
" ] e in the rocurs of o osaristien family e e e

tar i1 dealinss ihs honore Cur father, during his life-

sct of 1896, the Federal government
Territory and proceeded to take

on
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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1 hereby certify that this propérty is included in the

National Register.
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